
ABOLITION FOR THE PEOPLE

SR YRX¶UH TKLQNLQJ AbRXW
BHFRPLQJ aQ AbROLWLRQLVW
YeV, an alWeUnaWiYe iV SoVVible. HeUe¶V a UoadmaS.

MaUiame Kaba
OcW 30, 2020ā6 min Uead

This article is part of Abolition for the People, a series brought to
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that policing and prisons are not solutions for the issues and
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people the state deems social problems ² and calls for a future
that puts justice and the needs of the communit\ first.

TRGa\, PRUH SHRSOH aUH GLVFXVVLQJ aQG FRQWHPSOaWLQJ SULVRQ

abROLWLRQ WKaQ HYHU bHIRUH. DHFaGHV RI FROOHFWLYH RUJaQL]LQJ KaYH
bURXJKW XV WR WKLV PRPHQW: SRPH aUH QHZO\ aZaUH WKaW SULVRQV,
SROLFLQJ, aQG WKH FULPLQaO SXQLVKPHQW V\VWHP LQ JHQHUaO aUH
UaFLVW, RSSUHVVLYH, aQG LQHIIHFWLYH.

HRZHYHU, VRPH PLJKW bH ZRQGHULQJ, LV abROLWLRQ WRR GUaVWLF? CaQ
ZH UHaOO\ JHW ULG RI SULVRQV aQG SROLFLQJ aOO WRJHWKHU? TKH VKRUW
aQVZHU: WH FaQ. WH PXVW. WH aUH.

PULVRQ LQGXVWULaO FRPSOH[ (PIC) abROLWLRQ LV a SROLWLFaO YLVLRQ, a
VWUXFWXUaO aQaO\VLV RI RSSUHVVLRQ, aQG a SUaFWLFaO RUJaQL]LQJ
VWUaWHJ\. WKLOH VRPH SHRSOH PLJKW WKLQN RI abROLWLRQ aV SULPaULO\
a QHJaWLYH SURMHFW ² ³LHW¶V WHaU HYHU\WKLQJ GRZQ WRPRUURZ aQG
KRSH IRU WKH bHVW´ ² PIC abROLWLRQ LV a YLVLRQ RI a UHVWUXFWXUHG
VRFLHW\ LQ a ZRUOG ZKHUH ZH KaYH HYHU\WKLQJ ZH QHHG: IRRG,
VKHOWHU, HGXFaWLRQ, KHaOWK, aUW, bHaXW\, FOHaQ ZaWHU, aQG PRUH.
TKLQJV WKaW aUH IRXQGaWLRQaO WR RXU SHUVRQaO aQG FRPPXQLW\
VaIHW\.

EYHU\ YLVLRQ LV aOVR a PaS. AV IUHHGRP ILJKWHU KZaPH TXUH WaXJKW
XV, ³WKHQ \RX VHH SHRSOH FaOO WKHPVHOYHV UHYROXWLRQaU\ aOZa\V
WaONLQJ abRXW GHVWUR\LQJ, GHVWUR\LQJ, GHVWUR\LQJ bXW QHYHU WaONLQJ
abRXW bXLOGLQJ RU FUHaWLQJ, WKH\¶UH QRW UHYROXWLRQaU\. TKH\ GR QRW
XQGHUVWaQG WKH ILUVW WKLQJ abRXW UHYROXWLRQ. IW¶V FUHaWLQJ.´ PIC
abROLWLRQ LV a SRVLWLYH SURMHFW WKaW IRFXVHV, LQ SaUW, RQ bXLOGLQJ a
VRFLHW\ ZKHUH LW LV SRVVLbOH WR aGGUHVV KaUP ZLWKRXW UHO\LQJ RQ
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VWUXFWXUaO IRUPV RI RSSUHVVLRQ RU WKH YLROHQW V\VWHPV WKaW LQFUHaVH
LW.

SRPH SHRSOH Pa\ aVN, ³DRHV WKLV PHaQ WKaW I FaQ QHYHU FaOO WKH
FRSV LI P\ OLIH LV LQ VHULRXV GaQJHU?´ AbROLWLRQ GRHV QRW FHQWHU WKaW
TXHVWLRQ. IQVWHaG, abROLWLRQ FKaOOHQJHV XV WR aVN, ³WK\ GR ZH KaYH
QR RWKHU ZHOO-UHVRXUFHG RSWLRQV?´ aQG SXVKHV XV WR FUHaWLYHO\
FRQVLGHU KRZ ZH FaQ JURZ, bXLOG, aQG WU\ RWKHU aYHQXHV WR UHGXFH
KaUP. RHSHaWHG aWWHPSWV WR LPSURYH WKH VROH RSWLRQ RIIHUHG b\
WKH VWaWH, GHVSLWH KRZ FRQVLVWHQWO\ FRUUXSW aQG LQMXULRXV LW KaV
SURYHQ LWVHOI, ZLOO QHLWKHU UHGXFH QRU aGGUHVV WKH KaUP WKaW
aFWXaOO\ UHTXLUHG WKH FaOO. WH QHHG PRUH aQG HIIHFWLYH RSWLRQV IRU
WKH JUHaWHVW QXPbHU RI SHRSOH.

LHW¶V bHJLQ RXU abROLWLRQLVW MRXUQH\ QRW ZLWK WKH
TXHVWLRQ ³WKaW GR ZH KaYH QRZ aQG KRZ FaQ ZH
PaNH LW bHWWHU?´ IQVWHaG, OHW¶V aVN, ³WKaW FaQ ZH
LPaJLQH IRU RXUVHOYHV aQG WKH ZRUOG?´ II ZH GR
WKaW, WKHQ bRXQGOHVV SRVVLbLOLWLHV RI a PRUH MXVW
ZRUOG aZaLW XV.

AQ abROLWLRQLVW MRXUQH\ LJQLWHV RWKHU TXHVWLRQV FaSabOH RI
PHaQLQJIXO aQG WUaQVIRUPaWLYH SaWKZa\V: WKaW ZRUN GR SULVRQV
aQG SROLFLQJ aFWXaOO\ GR? MRVW SHRSOH aVVXPH WKaW LQFaUFHUaWLRQ
KHOSV WR UHGXFH YLROHQFH aQG FULPH, WKLQNLQJ, ³TKH FULPLQaO
SXQLVKPHQW V\VWHP PLJKW bH UaFLVW, VH[LVW, FOaVVLVW, abOHLVW, aQG
XQIaLU, bXW LW aW OHaVW NHHSV PH VaIH IURP YLROHQFH aQG FULPH.´

FaFWV aQG KLVWRU\ WHOO a GLIIHUHQW VWRU\: IQFUHaVLQJ UaWHV RI
LQFaUFHUaWLRQ KaYH a PLQLPaO LPSaFW RQ FULPH UaWHV. RHVHaUFK aQG
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FRPPRQ VHQVH VXJJHVW WKaW HFRQRPLF SUHFaULW\ LV FRUUHOaWHG ZLWK
KLJKHU FULPH UaWHV. MRUHRYHU, FULPH aQG KaUP aUH QRW
V\QRQ\PRXV. AOO WKaW LV FULPLQaOL]HG LVQ¶W KaUPIXO, aQG aOO KaUP
LVQ¶W QHFHVVaULO\ FULPLQaOL]HG. FRU H[aPSOH, ZaJH WKHIW b\
HPSOR\HUV LVQ¶W JHQHUaOO\ FULPLQaOL]HG, bXW LW LV GHILQLWHO\ KaUPIXO.

EYHQ LI WKH FULPLQaO SXQLVKPHQW V\VWHP ZHUH IUHH RI UaFLVP,
FOaVVLVP, VH[LVP, aQG RWKHU LVPV, LW ZRXOG QRW bH FaSabOH RI
HIIHFWLYHO\ aGGUHVVLQJ KaUP. FRU H[aPSOH, LI ZH ZaQW WR UHGXFH (RU
HQG) VH[XaO aQG JHQGHUHG YLROHQFH, SXWWLQJ a IHZ SHUSHWUaWRUV LQ
SULVRQ GRHV OLWWOH WR VWRS WKH PaQ\ RWKHU SHUSHWUaWRUV. IW GRHV
QRWKLQJ WR FKaQJH a FXOWXUH WKaW PaNHV WKLV KaUP LPaJLQabOH, WR
KROG WKH LQGLYLGXaO SHUSHWUaWRU aFFRXQWabOH, WR VXSSRUW WKHLU
WUaQVIRUPaWLRQ, RU WR PHHW WKH QHHGV RI WKH VXUYLYRUV.

A BOaFN, IQGLJHQRXV, aQG SHRSOH RI FRORU VXUYLYRU-OHG
WUaQVIRUPaWLYH MXVWLFH PRYHPHQW KaV HPHUJHG LQ WKH SaVW WZR
GHFaGHV WR RIIHU a GLIIHUHQW YLVLRQ IRU HQGLQJ YLROHQFH aQG
WUaQVIRUPLQJ RXU FRPPXQLWLHV.

A ZRUOG ZLWKRXW KaUP LVQ¶W SRVVLbOH aQG LVQ¶W ZKaW aQ abROLWLRQLVW
YLVLRQ SXUSRUWV WR aFKLHYH. RaWKHU, abROLWLRQLVW SROLWLFV aQG
SUaFWLFH FRQWHQG WKaW GLVSRVLQJ RI SHRSOH, b\ ORFNLQJ WKHP aZa\ LQ
MaLOV aQG SULVRQV, GRHV QRWKLQJ VLJQLILFaQW WR SUHYHQW, UHGXFH, RU
WUaQVIRUP KaUP LQ WKH aJJUHJaWH. IW UaUHO\, LI HYHU, HQFRXUaJHV
SHRSOH WR WaNH aFFRXQWabLOLW\ IRU WKHLU aFWLRQV. IQVWHaG, RXU
aGYHUVaULaO FRXUW V\VWHP GLVFRXUaJHV SHRSOH IURP HYHU
aFNQRZOHGJLQJ, OHW aORQH WaNLQJ UHVSRQVLbLOLW\, IRU WKH KaUP WKH\
KaYH FaXVHG. AW WKH VaPH WLPH, LW aOORZV XV WR aYRLG RXU RZQ
UHVSRQVLbLOLWLHV WR KROG HaFK RWKHU aFFRXQWabOH, LQVWHaG GHOHJaWLQJ
LW WR a WKLUG SaUW\ ² RQH WKaW KaV bHHQ bXLOW WR KLGH aZa\ VRFLaO
aQG SROLWLFaO IaLOXUHV. AQ abROLWLRQLVW LPaJLQaWLRQ WaNHV XV aORQJ a
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GLIIHUHQW SaWK WKaQ LI ZH WU\ WR VLPSO\ UHSOaFH WKH PIC ZLWK VLPLOaU
VWUXFWXUHV.

NRQH RI XV KaV aOO RI WKH aQVZHUV, RU ZH ZRXOG KaYH HQGHG
RSSUHVVLRQ aOUHaG\. BXW LI ZH NHHS bXLOGLQJ WKH ZRUOG ZH ZaQW,
WU\LQJ QHZ WKLQJV, aQG OHaUQLQJ IURP RXU PLVWaNHV, QHZ
SRVVLbLOLWLHV HPHUJH.

HHUH¶V KRZ WR bHJLQ.

FLUVW, ZKHQ ZH VHW abRXW WU\LQJ WR WUaQVIRUP VRFLHW\, ZH PXVW
UHPHPbHU WKaW ZH RXUVHOYHV ZLOO aOVR QHHG WR WUaQVIRUP. OXU
LPaJLQaWLRQ RI ZKaW a GLIIHUHQW ZRUOG FaQ bH LV OLPLWHG. WH aUH
GHHSO\ HQWaQJOHG LQ WKH YHU\ V\VWHPV ZH aUH RUJaQL]LQJ WR FKaQJH.
WKLWH VXSUHPaF\, PLVRJ\Q\, abOHLVP, FOaVVLVP, KRPRSKRbLa, aQG
WUaQVSKRbLa H[LVW HYHU\ZKHUH. WH KaYH aOO VR WKRURXJKO\
LQWHUQaOL]HG WKHVH ORJLFV RI RSSUHVVLRQ WKaW LI RSSUHVVLRQ ZHUH WR
HQG WRPRUURZ, ZH ZRXOG bH OLNHO\ WR UHSURGXFH SUHYLRXV
VWUXFWXUHV. BHLQJ LQWHQWLRQaOO\ LQ UHOaWLRQ WR RQH aQRWKHU, a SaUW RI
a FROOHFWLYH, KHOSV WR QRW RQO\ LPaJLQH QHZ ZRUOGV bXW aOVR WR
LPaJLQH RXUVHOYHV GLIIHUHQWO\. JRLQ VRPH RI WKH PaQ\
RUJaQL]aWLRQV, IaLWK JURXSV, aQG aG KRF FROOHFWLYHV WKaW aUH
ZRUNLQJ WR OHaUQ aQG XQOHaUQ ² IRU H[aPSOH, ZKaW LW IHHOV OLNH WR
aFWXaOO\ bH VaIH RU WKRVH WKaW aUH QaPLQJ aQG FKaOOHQJLQJ ZKLWH
VXSUHPaF\ aQG UaFLaO FaSLWaOLVP.

SHFRQG, ZH PXVW LPaJLQH aQG H[SHULPHQW ZLWK QHZ FROOHFWLYH
VWUXFWXUHV WKaW HQabOH XV WR WaNH PRUH SULQFLSOHG aFWLRQ, VXFK aV
HPbUaFLQJ FROOHFWLYH UHVSRQVLbLOLW\ WR UHVROYH FRQIOLFWV. WH FaQ
OHaUQ OHVVRQV IURP UHYROXWLRQaU\ PRYHPHQWV, OLNH BUa]LO¶V
LaQGOHVV WRUNHUV MRYHPHQW (MRYLPHQWR GRV TUabaOKaGRUHV
RXUaLV SHP THUUa), WKaW KaYH QRWHG WKaW ZKHQ ZH FUHaWH VRFLaO
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VWUXFWXUHV WKaW aUH OHVV KLHUaUFKLFaO aQG PRUH WUaQVSaUHQW, ZH
UHGXFH YLROHQFH aQG KaUPV.

TKLUG, ZH PXVW VLPXOWaQHRXVO\ HQJaJH LQ VWUaWHJLHV WKaW UHGXFH
FRQWaFW bHWZHHQ SHRSOH aQG WKH FULPLQaO OHJaO V\VWHP.
AbROLWLRQLVWV UHJXOaUO\ HQJaJH LQ RUJaQL]LQJ FaPSaLJQV aQG
PXWXaO aLG HIIRUWV WKaW PRYH XV FORVHU WR RXU JRaOV. WH PXVW
UHPHPbHU WKaW WKH JRaO LV QRW WR FUHaWH a JHQWOHU SULVRQ aQG
SROLFLQJ V\VWHP bHFaXVH, aV I KaYH QRWHG, a JHQWOHU SULVRQ aQG
SROLFLQJ V\VWHP FaQQRW aGHTXaWHO\ aGGUHVV KaUP. IQVWHaG, ZH
ZaQW WR GLYHVW IURP WKHVH V\VWHPV aV ZH FUHaWH WKH ZRUOG LQ ZKLFK
ZH ZaQW WR OLYH.

FRXUWK, aV VFKROaU aQG aFWLYLVW RXWK WLOVRQ GLOPRUH QRWHV,
bXLOGLQJ a GLIIHUHQW ZRUOG UHTXLUHV WKaW ZH QRW RQO\ FKaQJH KRZ
ZH aGGUHVV KaUP, bXW WKaW ZH FKaQJH HYHU\WKLQJ. TKH PIC LV
OLQNHG LQ LWV ORJLFV aQG RSHUaWLRQ ZLWK aOO RWKHU V\VWHPV ² IURP
KRZ VWXGHQWV aUH SXVKHG RXW RI VFKRROV ZKHQ WKH\ GRQ¶W SHUIRUP
aV H[SHFWHG WR KRZ SHRSOH ZLWK GLVabLOLWLHV aUH H[FOXGHG IURP RXU
FRPPXQLWLHV WR WKH Za\V LQ ZKLFK ZRUNHUV aUH WUHaWHG aV
H[SHQGabOH LQ RXU FaSLWaOLVW V\VWHP.

CKaQJLQJ HYHU\WKLQJ PLJKW VRXQG GaXQWLQJ, bXW LW aOVR PHaQV
WKHUH aUH PaQ\ SOaFHV WR VWaUW, LQILQLWH RSSRUWXQLWLHV WR
FROOabRUaWH, aQG HQGOHVV LPaJLQaWLYH LQWHUYHQWLRQV aQG
H[SHULPHQWV WR FUHaWH.

LHW¶V bHJLQ RXU abROLWLRQLVW MRXUQH\ QRW ZLWK WKH TXHVWLRQ ³WKaW
GR ZH KaYH QRZ aQG KRZ FaQ ZH PaNH LW bHWWHU?´ IQVWHaG, OHW¶V
aVN, ³WKaW FaQ ZH LPaJLQH IRU RXUVHOYHV aQG WKH ZRUOG?´ II ZH GR
WKaW, WKHQ bRXQGOHVV SRVVLbLOLWLHV RI a PRUH MXVW ZRUOG aZaLW XV.
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